Use of sonography in diagnosing acute appendicitis: comparison of a teaching hospital and a community hospital.
We examined patterns of use of sonography in the workup of appendicitis at two hospitals: a 715-bed university-affiliated teaching hospital and a 240-bed nonteaching hospital. In light of increasing concern over the use of health care dollars, we wanted to determine whether the use of sonography in the workup of appendicitis would be more frequent at a teaching than at a nonteaching hospital. We examined all cases of appendicitis seen in the emergency room of the teaching hospital in 1993 and all cases of appendicitis seen in the emergency room of the nonteaching hospital in 1992-1993. Exclusionary criteria included pregnancy, altered mental status, or multiple discharge diagnoses. The diagnosis of appendicitis was verified by pathology reports. At the teaching hospital, the use of sonography was 38.5% (65 of 169); at the nonteaching hospital, sonography usage was 39.4% (61 of 155). There appears to be no significant difference between teaching and nonteaching hospitals in the frequency of use of sonography in diagnosing patients with appendicitis.